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from coining under that spell myself. It was important
to remain impartial in dealing with the life of a man who was
still alive, who had been in the forefront of political battles,
who had millions of admirers but also some outspoken
enemies.
As there were a number of subjects on which I was
anxious to hear Paderewski's opinion, I decided to begin
putting questions to him even during lunch. The meal had
hardly begun when I started : " What is your attitude
towards Wireless ? "
Paderewski answered emphatically : " It is killing music
and musicians."
" But doesn't it help to make people more musical than
they were before ? "
" I don't believe it does. It just robs them of any
possible personal musical activity and of their musical
keenness ; it casts a spell of laziness on them. Musical
understanding is not produced by lazily lounging in an arm-
chair, reading a novel and listening vaguely to the Wireless,
but by active interest and work. Much more important
to me, however, is the fact of the hundreds of thousands
of professional musicians whom the wireless is depriving of
their livelihood. All the possible achievements of the radio
can't undo the fate of those miserable unemployed musicians
all over the world. It is heart-breaking, simply heart-
breaking."
(I knew that during this very year Paderewski had given
a great number of concerts for the benefit of unemployed
musicians of several countries, and that altogether about
twenty thousand pounds had been collected in this way.)
I went on to ask : " But you admit, I suppose, that the
wireless and the gramophone bring a perfect musical
product into millions of houses that otherwise would be
entirely deprived of music ? "
" No, I don't. People just bear the music, because once a
Wireless is in their house they can't help listening to it. I
agree that the Wireless gives as perfect a transmission of the